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The Journey to Holy Week and Pascha ~ A Message from Fr. Robert

We are soon to celebrate the feast of Palm Sunday before our journey through

Holy Week on our way to the Resurrection. We know the joy of Palm Sunday is

short lived, as the disciples were rejoicing after witnessing the greatest of
Jesusds miracl es, the raising of Lazaru
in the tomb. Yet, their faith would soon be tested and as He entered Jerusa-

lem, Jesus saw the crowd and He realized they did not understand the pur-

pose of His coming. By waving palm branches they were showing that they ex-

pected Jesus to be the one who would lead them to overthrow the Romans.

The significance of receiving palms can assist us to renew our commitment to

Christ. He came to show the way of love as He said, OLove your ent
pray for those who persecute you. 6( Matt

Through the Scriptures and worship services of Holy Week, we can journey together with Christ.

We can choose to fit into our own busy schedules and responsibilities to enter into the Passion of

Christ so we may live a new, different, better, more Christ -centered life. Holy Week can be seen as
something of a spiritual rollercoaster, with its ups
minute they show great faith and the next they doubt.

Through the liturgical services of the Church as we enter into Holy Week we can decide to look to
accompanying Christ throughout His Passion, Death, and Resurrection. For by so doing, we can
come to a better understanding of how we can imitate Him in our own struggles and sufferings.
Holy Week is a time for us to think about Christ voluntarily going to the Cross. It is an opportuni-
ty to meditate on the meaning of the Cross and the degree of humility that Christ had in going to
the Cross. As we know, there are many services scheduled and each service is rich in content and
directs the mind, heart and soul to Jesus. Our souls need attention throughout our lives and Ho-
ly Week is a time to contemplate the condition of our soul.

Holy Week affords us the opportunity to hear the ac
attending Church during Holy Week, we can declare by our actions that services are an important

part of our lives. Opportunities exist for receiving the Precious Body and Blood of Christ. Oppor-

tunities exist for anointing at the Service of Holy Unction. Holy Week is a movement toward the

joy of Pascha. In addition, it can transform us if we enter it seeking transformation. The im-

portance we attach to Holy Week is critical in our continued growth as Christians. May we re-

member the first commitment was His as He went to the Cross for us. And may we commit our-

selves to Christ over the coming weeks and going forward.

Wishing you and your families a blessed Pascha (Kali Anastasi!) ,
Fr. Robert
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Schedule of Services for Holy Week and Pascha

April 9th - Palm Sunday : Orthros 9:30 a.m.and Liturgy 10:30 a.m. Luncheon to follow
Palm Sunday Evening, Bridegroom Service :6:00 p.m.
April 10th 6 Holy Monday : Pre-Sanctified Liturgy , 9:00 a.m.

Bridegroom Service 6:00 p.m.
April 11th & Holy Tuesday : Pre-Sanctified Liturgy , 9:00 a.m.

Bridegroom Service  6:00 p.m.
April 12th 0 Holy Wednesday : Pre-Sanctified Liturgy , 9:00 a.m.

Holy Unction,  5:00 p.m.
April 13th 0 Holy Thursday : Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil the Great, 9:00 a.m.

Holy Passion Service, 7:00 p.m.
April 14th 8 Holy Friday : Royal Hours , 9:00 a.m.

Vespers - Taking Down from the Cross (Apocathelosis) , 3:00 p.m.
Lamentations Service , 7:00 p.m.
April 15th 0 Holy and Great Saturday : Vesperal Liturgy of St. Basil the Great, 9:00 a.m.
Resurrectional Service, 11:00 p.m.
April 16th 0 Holy and Great Pascha/Easter . Agape Service, 11:00 a.m.

Glendi to follow

SAVE THE DATE! Community Gathering and Fellowship

e Friday, May 12, 2017 N%
//W In the Hellenic Center *more information to follow 7//Ih\§
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HOLY MOTHER OF GOD GREEK
ORTHODOX CHURCH
GENERAL ASSEMBLY MEETING
April 30th
Following Divine Liturgy

HELLENIC CENTER

i ‘ Agenda
Holy Friday is the most solemn day of our li- 1. Call to Order - Nick Joanos
turgical calendar. Please join us following the 2. Opening Prayer - Father Rob
service of Royal Hours as we adorn the Tomb 3. Priest's Comments - Father Rob

_of Qhrlst (Kouvouklion) W|th flowers. All are 4. President's Comments - Nick Joanos
invited to come and help with the prepara-

tions. The Epitaphios ([tRAPPEYE A Noygmber 2016 Geneya|

Holy Shroud) will be laid inside the Kouvoukli- Assembly Minutes -

on at the afternoon service. Then, in the even- 6. Treasurer Report - Mark Belcher
ing, our community will gather to sing the 7. Update on 2017 Greek Festival
Lamentations and to join in a solemn proces- 8. Closing Comments

stom at -ely Priday Ng) b%?osm% E’Ira))éljaﬁdeAdjournment
*A light lunch will be available in Patmos Hall.

or
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GOYA NEWS

x Thanks GOYAns for clean-
ing the Church at the
March meeting.

X Sat., April 8th -Lazarus Sat-
urday -Folding of palms

Anastasia Atayants

Ivan Rabbath

Kristina Grigoryan

Valeria Atayants

AHEPA News

The AHEPA Patmos Chapter 317 is offering $300 scholarships to the college bound graduating high schoolcetfifgrsRiedaspplgland the
form in the office or see Mr. Mike Papageorge. The deadline is Sunday, April 30, 2017.

Pete Koikos, President




