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Keeping the Nativity of Christ Simple ~ A Message from Fr. Robert  

We live in the world today where technology keeps us informed immediately of dif-
ferent things going on all the time. Within the busyness we may not include God and 
trusting in Him to assist in making our lives more simple.  The more we trust Him, the 
simpler life becomes.  What God asks of us is to release some of our own desires and 
wants and trust in Him that He will guide us to all we need.  One of the central mes-
sages of the Feast of the Nativity of Jesus is that He becomes alive in each one of us.  
Our thoughts, words and deeds become ways to carry out His will.  We are to engage     
in the opening of our heart, mind, soul and body to the presence of the Holy Spirit as it 
takes effort to integrate the thoughts and feelings to become temples of His Holy   
Spirit.    

 

We come to that time of year when we take time to think of others.  One thing that is associated with the cel-
ebration of Christmas everywhere is giving.  Christmas is the feast of giving and St. Nicholas has become a 
symbol of Christmas because he gave all of what he had and was never tired of giving.  The biggest gift that 
we can receive and then ultimately give is receiving Christ in our hearts.  And then when we have this we 
can give the gift of ourselves more and spend the time that many people long for.  We need to strive to find 
the time to visit and be with people. This is the greatest gift because its value cannot be calculated in terms of 
money.  And everybody needs love and encouragement.  Everybody needs the inner peace and joy that 
comes from the Holy Spirit that we can inspire to utilize.  When we visit people this Christmas season, let us 
try to share with them the Spirit of God in us, the Spirit of peace and joy.  At this time of year when we are 
generally so distracted by everything else except the reason that we are celebrating Christmas, itõs important 
for us to pay attention a little more closely to what is happening.  

 

As we come together to celebrate the Feast of the Nativity, let us be reminded that Christ came to live with 
people just like us.  He accepts us and embraces us no matter where we have been.  So as we prepare for this 
joyous Feast, let us never lose sight that God has  entered the world and changed it forever.  The big ques-
tion is whether we truly realize this entrance of God into the world, and accept His entrance as an event that 
directly impacts our lives in the way we live. I pray this Christmas will be a time of renewed commitment 
for all of us.  Let us open our hearts and receive the greatest gift that God has given us in His only Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  
 

Fr. Robert 
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Our next ECHO Sundays are December 1st 

and January 5th. Please drop off your non-

perishable food donations into the bins located in 

the Hellenic Center and Patmos Hall. 

If an emergency or special need 
should arise, please contact        

Fr. Rob immediately at               
850 -559 -8184 .   

 

Next Spaghetti Dinners:  

Friday, December 6th  

Friday, January 10th  

  

 

Dear Parishioners, 

 November has been a good month for our parish in many aspects and I wish December to be even better for 

everyone.  Following a two-month suspension due to preparation work for the Greek Food Festival, we resumed our 

monthly spaghetti dinners on November 1.  It was indeed very inspiring to see those dedicated volunteers gathering that early 

morning and carrying on with great enthusiasm throughout the day. If you can spare a few hours in the future, I guarantee you 

will enjoy joining them while at the same time helping your church. Usually, this event takes place on the first Friday of each 

month. The next one will be on December 6. Hope to see you then either volunteering or dining or both! 

 Congratulations to this year's recipients of the Archangel Michael Award, Jimmy Koikos and Krista O'Loughlin. His 

Eminence, Metropolitan Alexios presented the awards during the Archangel Michael Honors Banquet on November 9 at the 

Metropolis of Atlanta. We all are proud for these recognitions and thankful for Jimmy and Krista's paradigmatic dedication to 

the faith, our church and ministries. Our most heartfelt wishes to both. 

 The General Assembly of October 20 nominated six church members for four seats on the Parish Council. Our Elec-

tion Day is December 8. 

 On behalf of the entire Parish Council, I wish you a Very Merry Christmas followed by a Prosperous and Happy New 

Year! 

Yours in Christ 

Pete Koikos 

 

 

Christmas Services  
 

Tuesday, December 24th 

  Great Hours and  

Vespers of the Nativity 

8:30 a.m. 
Orthros & Divine Liturgy  

          of St. John Chrysostom 

                  6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information and if you would 

like to donate a Vasilopita for Sunday, 

January 12th, 2014, please see or call 

Vicky Gavalas.  All proceeds from the 

Vasilopita benefit  St. Basilõs 

Academy and the children. 

 

 
Metropolis of Atlanta  

Archangel Michael  

Recipients  

Nov. 9, 2013  

    Jimmy Koikos  Krista OõLoughlin 
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