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The Great Joy of Christmas ~ A Message from Fr. Robert  

The holidays are a time when family and friends gather together for celebration and fellowship. Many may host 

gatherings and some may travel a distance. In the passage that is read every year in preparation for the Feast of 

the Nativity of Jesus refers to a feast.  We hear Jesus tell the Parable of the Great Banquet in which òsomeone 
gave a great banquet and invited many ó. Every Sunday, the Church holds a great banquet and feast.  We, as the 

faithful are invited to attend and in the parable we see certain guests were invited.  These first invited guests re-

fused the invitation and the man then set out to gather as many as he could into his banquet. The invitation is 

not only given to everyone who wanted to come, but the king sent out his servants to search out to find everyone 

who would possibly come.  God actively seeks out all to come as salvation is open to all as no one is excluded.  

We are invited to the banquet, and kingdom of heaven is open to us.  We are invited not simply as guests to ob-
serve, but as participants to join and get closer to God.  

 

The parable continues to tell us about some of the responses to the invitations for the great banquet. Jesus says, 

òThey all alike began to make excuses ó.  There is a difference between a reason and an excuse.  There are times 

when we may have a legitimate reason for what we do or donõt do, but excuses usually do not  pass the test.   It is 

common that people will offer various sorts of excuses for their behaviors.  The three people in the Gospel reading 

seem to have some potential legitimate reasons for not being able to attend.  The Church fathers interpret that 

there is no excuse is good enough to not attend Godõs great banquet.  The great banquet is put on every Sunday 

and every time we celebrate a liturgy.  The excuses for not coming does not fly with God.  When we allow excuses 

to interfere with not attending Liturgy, we are to rethink them. God does care about us rejecting His invitation 

when our priorities are not in line and does not shut us out of the feast and celebration.  We keep ourselves out 
with our own excuses.  

 

Christ invites us every Liturgy to participate in His Great Feast.  It is an invitation that, as we approach Christ-

mas, that it is one celebration that we should not miss. Every Liturgy we hear the Word of God in the Epistle, and 

Gospel, along with the prayers and petitions of the service. Therefore, it is in attending the great banquet of the 

Divine Liturgy that we practice for the heavenly banquet of eternal life with God.  We should participate in the 

Holy Communion as often as possible, with proper preparation, in order to renew within ourselves the desire for 

getting closer to God.  The essence of Holy Communion is whoever approaches it with faith and reverence, truly 

partakes of the very life of Christ, and becomes one with Him, united with His Body and Blood, in which we can 

be nourished. As we approach the Holy Chalice, again we should approach after proper preparation which in-

cludes after fasting, prayer and being repentive.  

 

The Feast of Christmas epitomizes the spirit of good news and great joy.  Also, the good news is that we donõt 

have to be perfect to come to the banquet as we come with our sins, failures and problems and He can forgive 

and heal us.  Coming to the banquet becomes a way of life that requires our daily commitment, repentance, wor-

ship, prayer, reading the bible, and receiving regular communion.  We can look at our own lives and the priorities 

we have in our daily schedules.  We are to come with hunger and thirst in response to His invitation and allow 

nothing to stand between God and us.  

 

Wishing you a blessed season of the Nativity,  

Fr. Robert  
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Our next ECHO Sundays are December 4th 

and January 8th.  Please drop off your non-

perishable food donations into the bins located in 

the Hellenic Center and Patmos Hall. 

If an emergency or special need 
should arise, please contact         

Fr. Rob immediately at                
850 -559 -8184 .   

 

              
 

 

Sunday, December 11  
following the Divine Liturgy                               

 
On October 16th, a General Assembly was held 
and nominations were made for the upcoming 
Parish Council Elections to be held on Sunday, 
December 11th, in which there are five open 
positions. Please keep in mind that only mem-
bers in good standing  are eligible to vote. The 
Election will take place after Liturgy in the 
Hellenic Center.   
 
Nominations for the upcoming Parish Council 

Elections are: 
 

               Mark Belcher              Michael Gavalas 
              George Catsimpiris     Stamie Joanos 
              Ronnie Fetzko             Harriet Kanelidis 
              Jim Garland                 Mary Phipps 
 
The Election Committee members are:  
 

   Amy Cox                   Stephanie Joanos White     
   Martin Markovich     Irina Grigoryan Atayants (alternate) 
 
Absentee ballots, requested only out of true 
need, are available by contacting Fr. Rob di-
rectly. The person requesting the absentee 
ballot (who will be filling it out) needs to be 
the one directly requesting it. Completed bal-
lots must be turned into Fr. Rob, directly, by 
Thursday December 8th at 5:00 p.m., in order 
to be counted in the election.  

 My Beloved Ones,  

As today is the first of December, I 
wish for all of you strength for a 
good and blessed month. ǬŬȈȕ 
ȉǾȊŬ! In this month, of course we 
look ahead to that joyous feast of 
the Nativity, but the Church has also 
given to us the memory of two 
saints whose lives we are called to 
emulate on our way to the blessed 
Feast.  

On December 4th, we commemo-
rate the holy Barbara, a secret Christian whose father, Diosco-
rus, was a pagan. Dioscorus kept her locked away from the 
world in a high tower. Before leaving on a journey, he com-
manded that two windows be installed in his bathhouse. After 
his departure, Barbara asked that a third window be added, for 
the Holy Trinity. When he returned, his daughter confessed 
Christ, and Dioscorus prepared to kill her. However, her fer-
vent prayers opened the tower wall, and Barbara escaped. Di-
oscorus pursued and eventually discovered his daughter, who 
was cast into prison and tortured. Such was the holiness of this 
saint however, that every morning, she would appear in per-
fect health. Eventually, Barbara was condemned to beheading 
and Dioscorus carried out the punishment himself. For the 
murder of his own daughter, Dioscorus was killed by a bolt of 
lightning. Barbaraôs tomb became the site of many miracles.  

On December 6th, we celebrate the Holy Bishop of Myra, St. 
Nicholas. According to Tradition, one of the numerous exam-
ples of this saintôs compassion and generosity towards the 
poor occurred when he learned of a man who, unable to afford 
a dowry for his three daughters, was faced with the possibility 
of their becoming prostitutes. Determined to help, Nicholas 
waited until night and threw bags of coins through the open 
window. From this remarkable act, the secular world has cre-
ated the legend of Santa Claus and the act of children leaving 
stockings.  

Though the act has become somewhat commercialized, but the 
Church understands we are to remember the true messages 
these saints give to us as we approach Christmas: the im-
portance of witnessing our faith, even in the midst of fear and 
danger, as St. Barbara did; and to show Christ-like love and 
compassion, like St. Nicholas the Wonderworker, especially 
towards those in need.  

We as a Metropolis are especially blessed to have two parishes 
named after these wonderful saints, and it is a privilege for me 
to be able to spend the feasts of St. Barbara and St. Nicholas in 
the communities of Sarasota and Tarpon Springs, Florida. 
ǷȍȕȊȆŬ ǲȌȈȈǼ to all those who celebrate, and may we all take 
the lessons of these saints to heart, as we continue to come 
toward the manger.  

+ALEXIOS Metropolitan of Atlanta  
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