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The Great Joy of Christmas ~ A Message from Fr. Robert

The holidays are a time when family and friends gather together for celebration and fellowship. Many may host

gatherings and some may travel a distance. In the passage that is read every year in preparation for the Feast of

the Nativity of Jesus refers to a feast. We hear somesngs t el |
gave a great banquet and invited many 6 . Every Sunday, the Church holds a great
faithful are invited to attend and in the parable we see certain guests were invited. These first invited guests re-

fused the invitation and the man then set out to gather as many as he could into his banquet. The invitation is

not only given to everyone who wanted to come, but the king sent out his servants to search out to find everyone

who would possibly come. God actively seeks out all to come as salvation is open to all as no one is excluded.

We are invited to the banquet, and kingdom of heaven is open to us. We are invited not simply as guests to ob-

serve, but as participants to join and get closer to God.

The parable continues to tell us about some of the responses to the invitations for the great banquet. Jesus says,

oThey all alike began to make excuses 0 . There is a difference between a reason
when we may have a |l egitimate reason for what we do or dondt
common that people will offer various sorts of excuses for their behaviors. The three people in the Gospel reading

seem to have some potential legitimate reasons for not being able to attend. The Church fathers interpret that

there is no excuse is good enough to not attend Gododés great |
and every time we celebrate a liturgy. The excuses for not coming does not fly with God. When we allow excuses

to interfere with not attending Liturgy, we are to rethink them. God does care about us rejecting His invitation

when our priorities are not in line and does not shut us out of the feast and celebration. We keep ourselves out

with our own excuses.

Christ invites us every Liturgy to participate in His Great Feast. It is an invitation that, as we approach Christ-
mas, that it is one celebration that we should not miss. Every Liturgy we hear the Word of God in the Epistle, and
Gospel, along with the prayers and petitions of the service. Therefore, it is in attending the great banquet of the
Divine Liturgy that we practice for the heavenly banquet of eternal life with God. We should participate in the
Holy Communion as often as possible, with proper preparation, in order to renew within ourselves the desire for
getting closer to God. The essence of Holy Communion is whoever approaches it with faith and reverence, truly
partakes of the very life of Christ, and becomes one with Him, united with His Body and Blood, in which we can
be nourished. As we approach the Holy Chalice, again we should approach after proper preparation which in-
cludes after fasting, prayer and being repentive.

The Feast of Christmas epitomizes the spirit of good news anft
have to be perfect to come to the banquet as we come with our sins, failures and problems and He can forgive

and heal us. Coming to the banquet becomes a way of life that requires our daily commitment, repentance, wor-

ship, prayer, reading the bible, and receiving regular communion. We can look at our own lives and the priorities

we have in our daily schedules. We are to come with hunger and thirst in response to His invitation and allow

nothing to stand between God and us.

Wishing you a blessed season of the Nativity,
Fr. Robert

T tny Dancabe Breakfost
> Sunday, December 4th
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