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May the New Year Bring Peace and Joy ~ A Message from Fr. Robert  

 

As we begin the New Year, may we include in our resolutions to commit ourselves 

to Christ and His Church.  Let us try to ensure that the New Year be filled with 

Godôs joy and peace, as we look into how we choose to live our lives. When we 

continuously open up our hearts and minds to God and allow the Holy Spirit to re-

side within us, then we can discover the source of ultimate joy and peace. When we 

choose to live according to His Will and follow His commandments, then we can 

discover living a life of contentment, regardless of what happens to us. 
 

Struggles and difficulties may come our way in the New Year, but the joy and peace of God doesnôt 

depend on these events.  As Orthodox Christians, the ongoing celebration of the feasts of our Church 

assist us in renewing our faith with remembering Christ's life and those that lived saintly lives that we 

can follow. We have many resources at our fingertips that we can utilize starting with Scriptures.  As 

we celebrate the various feast days of the church in the upcoming year, we can observe the Scripture 

readings, as each is designed as an aid in teaching us the life of Christ and His teachings.  
 

Many people may fail in their resolutions, because their resolutions are based on earthly things. 

When we make a resolution to focus on Christ, the object of our focus will not fail.  The most im-

portant moment in life is the present, as the past is gone and the future is not yet here.  And our most 

important action is to do Godôs will.   Living in the present, trying to do Godôs will each and every 

moment, and realizing that the person in front of us is an opportunity to be a witness to exhibit a joy-

ful and peaceful life. 

 

Life isnôt about what we can do for ourselves, but how we can reach out and help others and make 

life a more loving and beautiful place for others.  As we start the New Year, may we be filled with 

the Holy Spirit to guide, teach and empower us with the strength to further establish us on a firm 

foundation that is unshaken by the despairs of this uncertain world.  Let us all reflect on the meaning 

of Christ in our life as we begin the New Year, and may we all find the courage and strength in our 

lives to grow closer to Him in our journey to the Kingdom! 
 

Wishing you a blessed, joyful and healthy 2015! 

 

In Christôs love, 

Fr. Robert 



Page 2 

Our next ECHO Sundays are January 4th 

and February 1st. Please drop off your non-

perishable food donations into the bins located in 

the Hellenic Center and Patmos Hall. 

If an emergency or special need 
should arise, please contact        

Fr. Rob immediately at               
850 -559 -8184 .   

Dear Parishioners,  
 

 Happy New Year!  
 

 Congratulations to the five newly elected Parish Council members.  

 

 We would like to welcome Ronnie Fetzko elected for her first time and Stamie Joanos returning after 

staying out for a year. We are, also, pleased that Catherine Branch, Jorge Gorb and Glen Perrigan were re -

elected for their second two -year term. Further, we are grateful to outgoing members, Manny Joanos and 
Andrew Poulos for their years of dedicated service. The remaining members are Michael Eudy, Stelios Ma-

nias, Connie Mathis and me. May The Lord provide us all the strength and determination in serving our 

faith and this wonderful church community!  

 

 This month's major events are the Vasilopita Sunday on January 4, Spaghetti Dinner on January 9 

and Philoptochos' Annual Dinner on January 30.  

 

 Our best wishes to everyone for a Very Happy and Blessed New Year.  

 

 Sincerely,  

 Pete Koikos  

Next Spaghetti Dinners:  

January 9th  

February 6th  

 

 

  Home Blessings       

Please call the office @ 850 -878 -0747 to schedule a home blessing which will begin after the  Feast 
of the Epiphany on January 6.  

Operation Stocking  

Stuffers for the Troops  

 

CORRECTION TO PARISH CHRISTMAS CARD   

Sophia Langston, Maria and Nicholas Hodges and Barbara Costa were missed on the Parish Christmas 

Card and wanted to wish  everyone in our parish a  Blessed Nativity and A Happy New Year!  

Thank you to those in our community who 

brought in stocking stuffers for the armed forces 

that are serving. What a blessing this will be to 

our troops who fight  so selflessly for the freedoms 

we all enjoy.   

òFor what thanks  can we render to God for you, for 
all the joy with we rejoice  for your sake before our  
Godó  (1 Thessalonians 3:9) 
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¶ Great job GOYAns facilitating the St  Nicholas Pancake 

Breakfast as well as assisting the crafts. Also a beautiful time 

was had by all on our annual GOYA/OCF Christmas Caroling 

outreach.  

¶ Sunday, January 11th -   Bowling at Capital Lanes  

¶ Sunday, January 25th - Youth Sunday  

 

    Feast of St. Nicholas Family Pancake Breakfast  

GOYA/OCF  

Annual Christmas 

Caroling  

 

Thanks to our community as all proceeds from the  Nov. 

bake sale (over $300) went towards purchasing toys for the 
Toys for Tots.  


