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Why was Jesus Baptized? ~ A Message from Fr. Robert  

A question that is often raised is why Jesus was baptized as we celebrate the Feast of 

Epiphany.  St. John the Baptist had been summoning people everywhere to repent, and 

Jesus amongst others, responds by being baptized. Even though Jesus had no sins to 
turn from, His baptism still marked a turning point in His life and ministry.  

 

Jesusõ baptism was a public declaration of his commitment to the Father and it an-

nounced the beginning of His earthly ministry.  Jesus taught His followers to be baptized 

and was an example for us to follow. The importance of the great sacrament of Baptism is 

emphasized during this major feast day.  We witness on Epiphany the manifestation of 

God in the Holy Trinity.  While Jesus was being baptized in the Jordan, the Holy Spirit in the form of a 
dove, and the voice of the Father in Heaven was heard saying, òThis is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.ó (Matthew 3:17)  

 

Jesusõ baptism is necessary for us who sin daily and cannot find the way back to God on our own.  St. 

Gregory of Nyssa wrote, òJesus enters the sinful waters of the world and when He comes out, purifies the 

entire world with Him.ó  St. Gregory also describes Jesusõ baptism as an act of purifying of water that was 

unclean with the filth of our sins.  For this reason we bless waters on Epiphany.  

 

The holy water is to purify and provide blessings to people as well as to different objects used in Church 
or at home. Therefore, we can call Christõs baptism an act of purification of the world.  It is the tradition 

of the Orthodox Church to have the holy water sprinkled on everything, so that all creation might receive 

the sanctification that the Jordan River received at the time of  Jesusõ Baptism by St. John the Baptist. 

 

The Church, through the Holy Spirit, by the hands of the priest, blesses the homes of its faithful mem-

bers with the holy water.  It is the responsibility of the Church to continue this sanctification of all crea-

tion that was begun by Christ at His Baptism.  This holy water is a means by which we consecrate our-
selves, our homes, and our possessions to the glory of God.  

 

The holy water is a way through which its purification cleanses evil.  It is an opportunity to continue to 

dedicate ourselves and lives to be followers of the Orthodox faith.  Thus, with the Feast of Epiphany and 

the blessing of our homes, we can continue to do the work of Christõs Church.  This includes obeying and 

following the teachings of Christ, as taught by the Apostles, as defended by the martyrs, and as demon-

strated by the saints.  

 

As the year 2016 begins, may we live in the relationship God has created with us in our baptism; may we 
know and respond to the love God has offered us and in that love, may we find healing and hope.  

 

Wishing you a blessed, joyful and healthy New Year,  

 

Fr. Robert  
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Our next ECHO Sundays are January 3rd 

and  February 7th. Please drop off your non-

perishable food donations into the bins located in 

the Patmos Hall. 

If an emergency or special need 
should arise, please contact        

Fr. Rob immediately at               
850 -559 -8184 .   

Next Spaghetti Dinners:  

 January 8th  

February 5th  

 

  Home Blessings       

Please call the office @ 850 -878 -0747 to schedule a home blessing which will begin after the Feast of the Epiphany on 

January 6.  

Operation Stocking  
Stuffers for the Troops  

 

Thank you to those in our community who brought 

in stocking stuffers for the armed forces that are 

serving. What a blessing this will be to our troops 

who fight so selflessly for the freedoms we all enjoy.   

òFor what thanks  can we render to God for you, for 
all the joy with we rejoice  for your sake before our  
Godó  (1 Thessalonians 3:9) 

 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

 Happy New Year! 

 Congratulations to the newly elected Parish Council 
members. Armen Atayants, and Koulla Butler are new members 
while Michael Eudy and Connie Mathes were re-elected for their 
second two-year term. The outgoing members are Stelios Manias, 
who completed serving another four years, and myself. 

 

 I am thankful for being able to serve four years on the 
Parish Council and having the honor to be in presidency during 
the last three years. I appreciate the trust afforded to me by the 
fellow Council Members and the support that I received from eve-
ryone. Together, we accomplished great things for our church. 

 

 We wish The Lord to continue blessing the new Parish 
Council with strength and determination in serving our wonderful 
community and church. 

 

     Best wishes to everyone for a Very Happy and Blessed New 
Year. 
 Sincerely, 
 Pete Koikos 

GOYA/JOY Youth Advisors Needed  

Please consider volunteering time 
in being a GOYA or JOY Advi-
sor(s) for these established minis-
tries within our Church.  These 
ministries are designed to pro-
vide our parishõs youth with an 
atmosphere to learn more about 
their Orthodox Christian faith 

with the bonds of love and fellowship.   

 

Meetings, activities and projects are held typi-
cally once a month throughout the school year 
to enrich their faith through discussion and 
fellowship and experiencing our Orthodox tra-
dition.  If you are interested or have any ques-
tions, please contact Fr. Rob and Presvytera 
Joy.   

CORRECTION TO PARISH CHRISTMAS CARD   

Steve and Jackie Andris were missed on the Parish Christmas Card and wanted to wish everyone in our parish a  

Blessed Nativity and A Happy New Year!  
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¶ Great job GOYAns facilitating the St Nicholas 

Pancake Breakfast.  

¶ Sunday, Jan. 10th - Bowling at Capital Lanes  

      Sunday, Jan. 17th - Youth Sunday  

Thanks to our Holy Mother of God community as 

all proceeds from the Nov. bake sale went towards 

purchasing toys for the Toys For Tots program.  

 

 

GOYA/OCF Annual Christmas Caroling  

Feast of St Nicholas Pancake Breakfast  

Sat. Jan 9th - Out-
reach to Ronald 
McDonald House  

 

 

The parish St. Johnõs Oratorical Festival 

will take place Wednesday, March 23rd. 
Students have received topics in their 
Church school class.  Additional copies are 
available in the Church office or from 

teachers. Participation is encouraged as 
this is a wonderful opportunity to discover 
the fullness of our Orthodox Faith. Please 
contact Fr. Rob or Presv. Joy if you would 

like to participate or if you have any ques-

tions.  

 CrossRoad is a ten -day academic summer institute that pre-
pares high school juniors and seniors to make big life decisions 
and connect with the Orthodox Christian theological and spir-
itual tradition.   Hosted on the scenic Hellenic College Holy 
Cross campus, overlooking the beautiful Boston skyline, partici-
pants experience daily worship, visit local parishes, tour Bos-
ton, and spend a day at the beach.  

June Session:  June 18  ð June  28  

July Session:  July 5  ð July 15  

Application Priority Dead-
line:  February  1, 2016  

Please contact Presv. Joy with any questions.  


