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As we begin the New Year with much hope in putting the pandemic behind us in 
2021, may we include in our resolutions to commit ourselves to Christ and His 
Church.  Let us try to ensure that the New Year be filled with Godôs joy and 
peace, as we look into how we choose to live our lives. When we continuously 
open up our hearts and minds to God and allow the Holy Spirit to reside within us, 
then we can discover the source of ultimate joy and peace. When we choose to 
live according to His will and follow His commandments, then we can discover 
living a life of contentment, regardless of what happens to us. 

Struggles and difficulties may come our way in the New Year, but the joy and 
peace of God doesnôt depend on these events.  As Orthodox Christians, the ongoing celebration of 
the feasts of our Church assist us in renewing our faith with remembering Christ's life and those that 
lived saintly lives that we can follow. We have many resources at our fingertips that we can utilize 
starting with Scriptures.  As we celebrate the various feast days of the church in the upcoming year, 
whether in person or online, we can observe the Scripture readings, as each is designed as an aid in 
teaching us the life of Christ and His teachings.  

Many people may fail in their resolutions, because their resolutions are based on earthly things. 
When we make a resolution to focus on Christ, the object of our focus will not fail.  The most im-
portant moment in life is the present, as the past is gone and the future is not yet here.  And our most 
important action is to do Godôs will.   Living in the present, trying to do Godôs will each and every 
moment, and realizing that the person in front of us is an opportunity to be a witness to exhibit a joy-
ful and peaceful life. 

Life isnôt about what we can do for ourselves, but how we can reach out and help others and make 
life a more loving and beautiful place for others.  As we start the New Year, may we be filled with 
the Holy Spirit to guide, teach and empower us with the strength to further establish us on a firm 
foundation that is unshaken by the despairs of this uncertain world.  Let us all reflect on the meaning 
of Christ in our life as we begin the New Year, and may we all find the courage and strength in our 
lives to grow closer to Him in our journey to the Kingdom! 

 

Wishing you a blessed, joyful and healthy 2021! 

 

In Christôs love, 

Fr. Robert 

May the New Year Bring Hope, Peace and Joy ~ A Message from Fr. Robert  
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If an emergency or special need should 
arise, please contact Fr. Rob immediately 

at 850 -559 -8184.  
 

 

ADDITIONS TO PARISH CHRISTMAS CARD   

George and Vicki Catsimpiris, Michael and Karen Collier, Ronnie Fetzko, Michael, Cheryl and Krista Gonatos, 

Dana, Alicia and Erin Lapointe,  Youla and George and Pete Lountos, Leon, Alexandra, and Cheyenne Anthony 

Nick, Svetlana Pevnitskaya, Denise Gonatos Smith, Johnny and Mathew Smith were missed on the Parish Christ-

mas Card and wanted to wish everyone in our parish a Blessed Nativity and A Happy New Year!  

       Holy Mother of God Bookstore  

The bookstore has been expanded and replenished with 
new titles for adults and children, icons, learning cubes 
for children, incense, censers, prayer ropes, boxes for 

stefana (wedding crowns), etc.. If you would like to 
browse through the bookstore, please contact Fr. Rob or 
Presv. Joy to come by the Church during the week. Once 
again, we thank Dorothy Downing, of blessed memory, 
for her generosity and thoughtfulness for the monetary 

donation towards the bookstore.  

 

A big thanks to our Holy Mother of God community in 
the wonderful participation of donating gifts for the Toys 
for Tots program. The gift of a new toy helped bring the 

joy of Christmas and sent a message of hope to the    
children  in the Tallahassee area.  

4ÈÅ -ÙÓÔÅÒÙ ÏÆ 4ÉÍÅ   

By Archimandrite Nikanor Karayannis  

The Christian notion of time  

In the old days, people were in awe of the dark enigma of time. They tried to 

explain it through philosophy and science. But as life passes and time rolls by, 

weõre horrified when we realize the vanity of yesterday, the evanescence of to-

day and the uncertainty of tomorrow. This is because yesterdayõs lost, todayõs 

being erased - since every moment escapes and becomes the past - and the futureõs unknown. This concept 
of time, which is beyond the understanding of the human brain, caused Saint Basil the Great to wonder 

whether time ôis perhaps the mirror of eternityõ. 

Although the fleeting nature of time poisons our life with anxiety, the sanguine light of the Christian revela-

tion brings us calm. It says that God manifested Himself in time and, in the Person of Christ, trod the solid 

ground of history. It answers our questions and anxieties. Christian teaching notes that time is Godõs work 

and gift and has important educational value. Time begins with the creation and proceeds with us and the 

whole universe towards a specific goal at the end of the ages, that is their completion in eternity, what we 
might say is the transformation of all things into a different quality and dimension of time, life and exist-

ence. All things are born and die in the present world and time. This time is so transitory and the world is 

constantly changing and, in the end, impermanent.  

This is why itõs natural for there to be a desire within us for a state thatõs permanent, stable and imperisha-

ble. This is nothing other than the Kingdom of God, for which we were created. Our every moment is 

unique and unrepeatable, with no turning back. This is what makes the time of our life a time of struggle, 

vigilance and repentance. Repentance in relation to time means, among other things, that weõre called upon 

to live this earthly, temporary present without becoming attached to and absorbed by it, because the here 

and now really is ôan evening going towards its own declineõ.  

Continued on page 4  

Just a reminder for those in the vulnerable group that 

during this time of Covid, please feel free to contact me 
to come by the Church during the week to light a can-

dle, say a prayer, or receive sacraments - Fr. Rob  
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2Ûȭɯ)ÖÏÕɯ"ÏÙàÚÖÚÛÖÔɯ.ÙÈÛÖÙÐÊÈÓɯ%ÌÚÛÐÝÈÓɯ 

нлнм {ǘΦ WƻƘƴ /ƘǊȅǎƻǎǘƻƳ hǊŀǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ CŜǎǝǾŀƭ ¢ƻǇƛŎǎ 

WǳƴƛƻǊ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ όDǊŀŘŜǎ тςфύ 

мΦ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ƻŦ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƭƛǾŜǎǘǊŜŀƳŜŘΦ 

нΦ tǊŀȅŜǊ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŀ άŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦέ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ 

оΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎΣ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƴƻǝŎŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ōŜŎŀƳŜ 

ŎƭŜŀƴŜǊΦ ²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǳǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǿƻǊƭŘΚ 

пΦ ²Ƙȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǎǝƭƭ ǊŜƭŜǾŀƴǘΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ 

ǎŜŎǳƭŀǊΣ Ǉƻǎǘ-/h±L5 ǿƻǊƭŘΚ 

рΦ /ƘƻƻǎŜ ƻƴŜ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ƻŦ [ǳƪŜ ŎƘŀǇǘŜǊǎ мр ƻǊ мс ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǇŀǊǝŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ 

ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƛǘΦ 

{ŜƴƛƻǊ 5ƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ όDǊŀŘŜǎ млςмнύ 

мΦ 5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀȅ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎΣ hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴǎ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ǇǊŀŎǝŎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀǧŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛƴ 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƻǊ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǝƴƎ ƛƴ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎΦ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŘŀȅǎΦ 

нΦ Lƴ Wǳƭȅ нлнлΣ ŀ ¢ǳǊƪƛǎƘ ŎƻǳǊǘ ƎŀǾŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ IŀƎƛŀ {ƻǇƘƛŀ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƳǳǎŜǳƳ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ƳƻǎǉǳŜΦ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ 
IŀƎƛŀ {ƻǇƘƛŀ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŜ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ƛŘŜƴǝǘȅΦ 

оΦ ²Ŝ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ŀ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ǇƻƭŀǊƛȊŜŘ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅ ς ƭŜƊ ǾǎΦ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ƭƛōŜǊǘȅ ǾǎΦ ŎƻƳƳƻƴ ƎƻƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƛǎǎǳŜǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛǎ Ǉƻƭƛǝπ
ŎƛȊŜŘΦ Iƻǿ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǎ hǊǘƘƻŘƻȄ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘŜ ǘƘƛǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΚ 

пΦ {ǘΦ tŜǘŜǊ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΣ ά[ƛǾŜ ŀǎ ŦǊŜŜ ƳŜƴΣ ȅŜǘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǳǎƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŀǎ ŀ ǇǊŜǘŜȄǘ ƻǊ ŜǾƛƭΤ ōǳǘ ƭƛǾŜ ŀǎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ DƻŘΦέ όм tŜǘŜǊ нΥмсύΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ 
ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ŀ ōŀǎƛǎ ŦƻǊ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘΚ 

The Parish St. Johnõs Oratorical Festival will take place some time in March (date TBD).  The mission is 

to give our youth the opportunity to explore a deeper knowledge of the Orthodox Faith, think critically 

about current issues and speak to our Church community. Participation is encouraged as this is a won-
derful opportunity to discover the fullness of our Orthodox Faith.  Hard copies of topics will be available in 

Church School. Please contact Fr. Rob or Presv. Joy if you would like to participate or if you have any 

questions. The deadline to participate and choose topic is February 7th.  

$ÓÌÔÌÕÛÈÙàɯ#ÐÝÐÚÐÖÕɯȹ&ÙÈËÌÚɯƗ-ƚȺɯÓÖÊÈÓɯÍÌÚÛÐÝÈÓɯÖÕÓàɯÞÐÛÏɯÉÙÖÈËɯÛÖ×ÐÊÚ 

2ÜÎÎÌÚÛÌËɯÛÖ×ÐÊÚɯ-ɯ)ÌÚÜÚɯ"ÏÙÐÚÛȮɯ+ÖÝÌȮɯ!ÌÐÕÎɯ*ÐÕËȮɯ+ÐÎÏÛÐÕÎɯÈɯ"ÈÕËÓÌȮɯ'ÌÓ×ÐÕÎɯ.ÛÏÌÙÚȮɯ3ÏÌɯ"ÙÖÚÚȮɯ/ÙÈàÌÙȮɯ,àɯ"ÏÜÙÊÏȮɯ

3ÏÌɯ!ÐÉÓÌȮɯ,àɯ%ÈÔÐÓàȮɯ,àɯ%ÈÝÖÙÐÛÌɯ(ÊÖÕȮɯ ɯ%ÈÝÖÙÐÛÌɯ2ÈÐÕÛ 

Continued from page 2  

Our journey in time   

The time of our life is a carriage on the train of the natural time of history and ôof the whole worldõ, which is head-
ed towards eternity. God it is Who determines the length of the journey, and, when itõs completed, He recalls us, 

to be in the state weõve managed to achieve. Some people see the earthly course of their life as a train journey. 

When weõre born, we board the train. We meet people, our parents, who we believe will accompany us throughout 

the journey, but, unfortunately, the reality of the situation is different. They disembark at some stage and leave 

us alone, with our memories of them but without their physical presence.  

Other people come on board, however, who will prove to be of great importance to us. These are people we love, 

our spouse, children and friends. Some people see this journey as an excursion. These are people who have a 

Christian outlook on life and an awareness of their own impermanence. Others find only sorrows on the journey, 

people who are ôoppressed and mistreatedõ by life. Others on the train are willing to help those in need. These are 

people of service and sacrifice. Lots of people get on and off without us realizing. Theyõre the countless numbers 

we encounter on a daily basis, to whom we pay no heed.  

Our earthly life is a journey full of hopes and disappointments, greetings and farewells, but certainly without any 

going back. The mystery of the journey is that we donõt know when we and our fellow travellers will finally disem-

bark. The parting is painful, but not without hope, because we have the pledge that weõll meet again at the station 

of eternity. Let us be glad and use the time of our journey well, leaving God and other people with kind recollec-

tions and the hope of reunion. Amen .  



 

 

 

January 2021  

Wishing Everyone a Happy New Year  
 

NEXT MEETING ð January 14th 6:00 pm via Zoom  
 

 

 
 

All Proceeds will be sent to St. Basilõs Academy, the Archdiocese home for children in need. 
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Join Philoptochos today and make a difference!  

 
Name:  _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone:  _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email:  ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mail to:  Holy Mother of God Greek Orthodox Church  
Attn:  Philoptochos  
1645 Phillips Road  

Tallahassee, Florida  32308  
 

Annual Membership $30.00  
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Epiphany, one of the oldest and most important Feast days of the Orthodox 
Church, commemorates the manifestation of the Holy Trinity which took 
place at the Baptism of Christ in the Jordan River. Recognizing rich mean-
ing in this event, Orthodoxy believes that when Christ was baptized, it not 
only marked the beginning of its public ministry and revealed the Trinity, 
but also signified that the entire creation is destined to share in the glory of 
redemption in Christ. While Christ entered into the Jordan to be baptized, 
two things were happening: He was identifying Himself with the people He 
had come to save; and, He was identifying Himself with the whole of Crea-
tion which was represented by water. Through His baptism, the Lord re-
vealed the value of the created world and He redirected it toward its Crea-
tor. Creation is good and it belongs to God.  
 
The Great Blessing of Water is held on the eve of the Feast of the Epiphany and on the day itself, 
following the Divine Liturgy. The Blessing not only remembers the event of Our Lord's baptism 
and the revelation of the Holy Trinity but also expresses Orthodoxy's belief that creation is sancti-
fied through Christ. The Blessing affirms that humanity and the created world, of which we are a 

part, were created to be filled with the sanctifying presence of God. After the solemn blessing, the 
Holy Water is distributed to the faithful and is used to bless homes during the Epiphany season. 
When the faithful drink the "Epiphany Water," we are reminded of our own baptism. When the 
Church blesses an individual, or object, or event with the water, we are affirming that those bap-
tized, their surroundings, and their responsibilities are sanctified through Christ and brought into 
the Kingdom of the Father through the Spirit.  
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