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Just a reminder for those in the vulnerable group that

during this time of Covid, please feel free to contact me

to come by the Church during the week to light a can-
dle, say a prayer, or receive sacraments - Fr. Rob

If an emergency or special need should —
arise, please contact Fr. Rob immediately &
at 850 -559-8184.

ADDITIONS TO PARISH CHRISTMAS CARD

George and Vicki Catsimpiris, Michael and Karen Collier, Ronnie Fetzko, Michael, Cheryl and Krista Gonatos,
Dana, Alicia and Erin Lapointe, Youla and George and Pete Lountos, Leon, Alexandra, and Cheyenne Anthony
Nick, Svetlana Pevnitskaya, Denise Gonatos Smith, Johnny and Mathew Smith were missed on the Parish Christ-
mas Card and wanted to wish everyone in our parish a Blessed Nativity and A Happy New Year!

Holy Mother of God Bookstore

% ¢

The bookstore has been expanded and replenished with
new titles for adults and children, icons, learning cubes
for children, incense, censers, prayer ropes, boxes for
stefana (wedding crowns), etc.. If you would like to
browse through the bookstore, please contact Fr. Rob or
Presv. Joy to come by the Church during the week. Once
again, we thank Dorothy Downing, of blessed memory,
for her generosity and thoughtfulness for the monetary
donation towards the bookstore.
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A big thanks
the wonderful participation of donating gifts for the Toys
for Tots program. The gift of a new toy helped bring the
joy of Christmas and sent a message of hope to the
children in the Tallahassee area.

to our Holy Mother of God community in
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By Archimandrite Nikanor Karayannis

The Christian notion of time

In the old days, people were in awe of the dark enigma of time. They tried to
explain it through philosophy and science. But as life passes and time rolls by,

wedre horrified when we realize the vani
day and the uncertainty of tomorrow. Th
being erased - since every moment escapes and becomesthepast -and t he

of time, which is beyond the understanding of the human brain, caused Saint Basil the Great to wonder
whet her time 6is perhaps the mirror of eternityo.

Although the fleeting nature of time poisons our life with anxiety, the sanguine light of the Christian revela-
tion brings us calm. It says that God manifested Himself in time and, in the Person of Christ, trod the solid
ground of history. I't answers our questions and
and gift and has important educational value. Time begins with the creation and proceeds with us and the
whole universe towards a specific goal at the end of the ages, that is their completion in eternity, what we
might say is the transformation of all things into a different quality and dimension of time, life and exist-
ence. All things are born and die in the present world and time. This time is so transitory and the world is
constantly changing and, in the end, impermanent.

This is why itds natural for there to be a desi
ble. This is nothing other than the Kingdom of God, for which we were created. Our every moment is

unique and unrepeatable, with no turning back. This is what makes the time of our life a time of struggle,
vigilance and repentance. Repentance in relation to
to live this earthly, temporary present without becoming attached to and absorbed by it, because the here
and now really is 6an evening.going towards its
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The Parish St. Johnos willtahketplageisoma time ih Marchildata TBD). The mission is

to give our youth the opportunity to explore a deeper knowledge of the Orthodox Faith, think critically

about current issues and speak to our Church community. Participation is encouraged as this is a won-

derful opportunity to discover the fullness of our Orthodox Faith. Hard copies of topics will be available in
Church School. Please contact Fr. Rob or Presv. Joy if you would like to participate or if you have any
guestions. The deadline to participate and choose topic is February 7th.
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Continued from page 2

Our journey in time

The time of our I|ife is a carriage on the train of th
ed towards eternity. God it is Who determines the | en
to be in the state wedve managed to achieve. Some peo
When weob6re born, we board the train. We meet peopl e,
the journey, but, unfortunately, the reality of the situation is different. They disembark at some stage and leave

us alone, with our memories of them but without their physical presence.

Other people come on board, however, who will prove to be of great importance to us. These are people we love,

our spouse, children and friends. Some people see this journey as an excursion. These are people who have a
Christian outlook on life and an awareness of their own impermanence. Others find only sorrows on the journey,
people who are 6oppressed and mistreatedd by I|ife. Ot
people of service and sacrifice. Lots of people get o
we encounter on a daily basis, to whom we pay no heed.

Our earthly life is a journey full of hopes and disappointments, greetings and farewells, but certainly without any
going back. The mystery of the journey is that we dond
bark. The parting is painful, but not without hope, b

of eternity. Let us be glad and use the time of our journey well, leaving God and other people with kind recollec-
tions and the hope of reunion. Amen
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H Philepteches INevos

January 2021
Wishing Everyone a Happy New Year

NEXT MEETING & January 14th 6:00 pm via Zoom

Al | Proceeds wil|l be sent to St. Basil 6s Academy, t hq

Join Philoptochos today and make a difference!

Name:

Phone:

Email:

Address:

Mail to:  Holy Mother of God Greek Orthodox Church
Attn: Philoptochos
1645 Phillips Road
Tallahassee, Florida 32308

Annual Membership $30.00
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Epiphany, one of the oldest and most important Feast days of the Orthodox
Church, commemorates the manifestation of the Holy Trinity which took
place at the Baptism of Christ in the Jordan River. Recognizing rich mean-
ing in this event, Orthodoxy believes that when Christ was baptized, it not
only marked the beginning of its public ministry and revealed the Trinity,
but also signified that the entire creation is destined to share in the glory of
redemption in Christ. While Christ entered into the Jordan to be baptized,
two things were happening: He was identifying Himself with the people He
had come to save; and, He was identifying Himself with the whole of Crea-
tion which was represented by water. Through His baptism, the Lord re-
vealed the value of the created world and He redirected it toward its Crea-
tor. Creation is good and it belongs to God.

The Great Blessing of Water is held on the eve of the Feast of the Epiphany and on the day itself,
following the Divine Liturgy. The Blessing not only remembers the event of Our Lord's baptism
and the revelation of the Holy Trinity but also expresses Orthodoxy's belief that creation is sancti-
fied through Christ. The Blessing affirms that humanity and the created world, of which we are a
part, were created to be filled with the sanctifying presence of God. After the solemn blessing, the
Holy Water is distributed to the faithful and is used to bless homes during the Epiphany season.
When the faithful drink the "Epiphany Water," we are reminded of our own baptism. When the
Church blesses an individual, or object, or event with the water, we are affirming that those bap-
tized, their surroundings, and their responsibilities are sanctified through Christ and brought into
the Kingdom of the Father through the Spirit.

©Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.




