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Being Who We Really Are ~ A Message from Fr. Robert  

 

At times, we may forget who we truly are.  We may come to several different ways of 

viewing ourselves which may include an image that we try to present to other people.  

So often, we may not want others to see who we truly are, so we attempt to put forth on-

ly the good side of our personalities.  We may want others to see our positive things and 

good qualities.  If people do not spend too much time with us, they may know only the 

good image that we hope to reveal. 

 

Another image we may project is who people actually see in us.  Even though we try to 

hide the negative aspects of ourselves, people may eventually see both our good and bad 

aspects. But it still may not reflect our true self.  Another perspective of who we are is the way we under-

stand ourselves deep down.  We know better than anyone else our own weaknesses, sins, bad habits, and 

thoughts.  We may think better or worse of ourselves than what we actually are.  Finally, the most accurate 

perspective of ourselves is the view that God possesses.  He knows us better than we know ourselves and 

sees all the goodness we possess, and the limitless potential we have.  And at the same time, God also knows 

all our weaknesses which may include pride, anger, bitterness and self-centeredness.  

 

We may continue to hide the sins and the bad habits that we have, however, we are to always be ready to 

face these things and turn to Christ for healing and allow Him restore us to who we really are.  The devil tries 

to attack us constantly in many ways and lead us away from a Christ-centered life.   However, Christ came to 

help us overcome our sinful ways and bad habits.  He wants to fill all of us with the fruit of the Holy Spirit- 

love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, humility, and self-control.  God helps us to learn 

to live our faith as He shows us something that we may be struggling with.  It can be when we are reading 

the Scriptures, or hearing something in the liturgical services that touches our hearts.  We are to believe that 

God is with us, and he will do great things in and through us if we allow Him so we can be ultimately who 

we are called to be.   

 

As we are in the final weeks of preparations for our festival, the opportunities to display our faith and culture 

through the Orthodox ethos is a tremendous blessing that we have to display what Christôs Church truly is. 

 

Fr. Robert 
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AHEPA News  
The AHEPA luncheon on Sunday, September 14, was a great success. It was nice to have all the 
families and students enjoy the delicious food. The event was sponsored by our local chapter to 
celebrate the return back to school and the Feast of The Elevation of the Cross.   

Many thanks to all the volunteers who helped make this event a success. In particular, to Jimmy 
Koikos, Mike Papageorge, Manny Joanos and Stelios Manias for preparing the excellent meals, and 
for their dedication to the mission of AHEPA. Thank you!  

The next AHEPA Meeting will be on October 3 in Thomasville. Wishing everybody a great and pro-
ductive school year!  Mike Burmester, President  

 
 
 

 

 

 

Dear Parishioners,  

 Our 2014 Greek Food Festival, with the 

grace of God, is around the corner. The event enjoys 

a great deal of popularity in Tallahassee and sur-

rounding areas. In addition, the Festival is a major 
financial source for our church.  

This is the time when our parish, once again, will 

share and celebrate our faith and traditions with the 

entire community of Tallahassee. The delicious food 

and pastries, together with our other venues, make 

the Festival a special event for so many people. As it 
happens every year, we kindly request the help from 

all parishioners during the days of the event and the 

days of preparation as well. To sign up, please call 

the church office or contact any of the event organ-

izers, any booth chair or me (any time, at 850 -241 -
4711). We believe that you will enjoy participating in 

this wonderful ministry of our church.  

 

 Thanking you for your kindness and contin-

uous suppor t , Pete Koikos  

If an emergency or special need 
should arise, please contact  
Fr. Rob immediately at 850-559-
8184.  

 

Our next ECHO Sundays are October 5th 

and November 2nd.  Please drop off your  

non -perishable food donations , gently used  

warm blankets and jackets into the bins lo-

cated in the Hellenic Center and Patmos Hall.  
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  Holy Mother of God Monthly Community Outreach  

Wednesday, October 8th 11:00 am -  1:00 pm  

 

If you want to make a difference and help fight hunger, join us for our monthly outreach in 
serving others at Americaõs Second Harvest warehouse facility which supports numerous agen-
cies in the Big Bend are. If you are interested in assisting in this effort for one or two hours or 
have any questions please contact:  Fr. Rob@850 -559 -8184 or Presv. Joy @850 -320 -1101.  

Church School é  As we begin a new ecclesiastical year, students met with 

their teachers, Fr. Rob blessed the classrooms and all present, and students enjoyed ice - 

cream sundaes and fellowship.  

 

                            

September OCF Gathering  

 

�x�� Saturday, October 11 ñOutreach at the Ronald McDonald House  

�x�� Sunday, Oct. 12 ð Youth Sunday  

September  GOYA Meeting  


