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 Preparing Ourselves to Hear Godôs Voice ~ A Message from Fr. Robert  

One of the things that God tells us is that we are to hear His Word.  Sometimes we may be listen-

ing but not truly hearing.  At times we may think why does God not hear us, but it is more like why 

do we not hear God?  Communication on our part is essential.  In the Old Testament there is the 

story about the Tower of Babel.  The work stopped because there was a breakdown in communica-

tion. The people wanted to be greater than God in trying to build a tower to reach heaven.  So God 

gave the people various languages. This caused a breakdown in communication because they 

could no longer understand one another. And as a result the work came to a halt.  
 
How are we to listen for Godôs voice?  Some people may not want to listen at times.  God wants to 

speak to us but our minds can be closed, our hearts may be hardened, we are unwilling to listen, 

we just donôt want to hear what God has to say to us.  A couple of common reasons in having a 

closed mind first includes pride.   This is when we think we can do it on our own and  handle it by ourselves.  We know it 

all and can fix it.  All of these are of pride and can keep us from hearing God.  The sin of pride can convince us to want 

only our own way.  Our self-centeredness that lacks humility limits us in opening our minds and hearts to God and to 

others. 
 
The second reason can be bitterness which whenever we get hurt we can remain bitter and may stop listening. We can 

build walls around us and not let God soften our hearts and we may not move on from our bitterness.  A third reason 

may be a lack of understanding that God wants to speak to us and we donôt know of its importance.  We were created to 

get to know God and our knowledge of God needs to seep into our minds and hearts through faith and repentance in the 

life of the Church.  
 
God  wants our attention to talk to us and to communicate with us.   We just need to listen.  However, we may listen at 

times but forget too easily!  The Air Force did a study and found that we forget 90-95% of everything we hear within 72 

hours.  For some of us it doesnôt even take that long.   But if we write something down or reflect on what we are listening 

to we can retain it much longer.  We are to study and meditate on the Word of God, and we are to put it into practice. In 

Jamesô Epistle it says (1:22):  ñBe doers of the word, and not hearers only.ò  Our minds may be crowded with other 

thoughts and can be preoccupied.   Weôre distracted and concerned with daily living, worries, plans, goals,  bills, all 

kinds of things.  As a result, we can lose our focus and question why our children may not be interested in Church as 

they may not hear the Word of God enough.  We may make sure all their homework assignments are done and want them 

to graduate with good grades.  However, we do not pay enough attention to their religious education and neglect to in-

corporate Scripture readings and getting to know the stories in the bible and the lives of the saints.  This is one of the 

most important parts of their education and all of our continued education.   
 

We need to continually incorporate the importance of reading Scriptures and opening our ears and minds to hear God 

speaking to us.  The devil tries to keep us away from the Bible because he knows it is a major weapon against him.  So 

we must strive to be diligent and we will receive and hear God in our hearts and it will bear much fruit to us and others 

around us.  God is always willing to talk with us. We need to be receptive to His voice in being ready to listen. 
 

~Fr. Robert 
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Our next ECHO Sundays are 

October 2nd and November 

6th. Please drop off your non-

perishable food donations into the bins locat-

ed in the Hellenic Center and Patmos Hall. 

If an emergency or special 
need should arise, please 
contact Fr. Rob immedi-

ately at 850 -559 -8184 .  

 

1. Call to Order ï Catherine Branch 

2. Opening Prayer - Father Rob 

3. Agenda Review and Adoption - All 

4. Priest's Comments - Father Rob 

5. President's Comments ï Catherine Branch 

6. Minutes from Two Previous General Assemblies ï  
         Michael Eudy 

7.   Treasurer's Reports - Glen Perrigan 
      a. Current Year Financial Report - for information 
      b.  2016 Budget  - for approval 

8.  Nominations & Appointments: 

      a. Nominations for Parish Council - 5 Seats      

          Available 

      b. Selection of Election Committee 
 
9.  Closing Prayer and Adjournment 

 

Orthodoxy on Tap brings individu-
als together interested in sharing 
discussion about  topics in our 
world and Church today. Most im-
portantly, Orthodoxy on Tap is a 
gathering of young adults (post 
college-35ish) who come together 

in fellowship . If any questions, 
please contact Fr. Rob or Presv. 
Joy @ 850 -878 -0747.  
 

Date: October 13th  

Location: Salt Water Restaurant                   
          1926 Capital Circle NE  
 

Time: 6:00 -7:30 pm  

Holy Mother of God Greek Orthodox Church 
General Assembly 

Sunday - October 16, 2016 
Following Divine Liturgy 

 

Proposed Agenda 
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§   October 9th - Youth Sunday  
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Outing to  Wild Adventures  

Fr. Rob blessed the classrooms, students and teachers and ice -cream and fellow-

ship was enjoyed as we began the new ecclesiastical year.  

           

 

 

 

On Saturday, October 8th, there will be a JOY (Junior Orthodox Youth) meeting from  

3:00pm -4:30pm in Patmos Hall.  This will include discussion, activities, snacks and fellowship.  

Fr. Rob and Presv. Joy look forward to seeing everyone. If you have any questions, please contact 
Presv. Joy at flrjjk@yahoo.com or (850)320 -1101.  

                            

The OCF (Orthodox Christian Fellowship) is the official collegiate 

campus ministry program under the Assembly of Orthodox Bishops 
of North and Central America. The mission of OCF is to support   

fellowships on college campuses, whose members experience the 
Orthodox Christian tradition and fellowship. We look forward to the 

October meeting.  


